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(6) The making of false or misleading statements concerning eligibility for exemptions from the
requirements of this Chapter.

(7) The failure to comply with the sanitary requirements provided by this Chapter or the rules and
regulations adopted under this Chapter,

(8) The failure to properly destroy any condemned livestock, poultry, carcasses, parts of carcasses, meat,
or meat products.

(9) The use of any label which has not been previously approved by the commissioner.
(10) The unauthorized use of any official device, brand, mark, or certificate.

(11) The failure to maintain and provide to the commissioner, upon request, any required reports,
accounts, books, or records.

(12) Any assault, resistance, opposition, impedance, intimidation, or interference with the commissioner,
or his representatives, in the performance of his duties under this Chapter.

(13) The evasion of payment of any civil penalty legally imposed by the commissioner.

(14) The failure to comply with the provisions of this Chapter or of the rules and regulations adopted
under the provisions of this Chapter.

B. The commissioner may assess a civil penalty of not more than five thousand dollars for each violation
of any of the prohibitions in Subsection A of this Section. Each day on which a violation occurs shall be
considered a separate offense.

C. The commissioner may suspend or revoke any registration issued under the authority of this Chapter,
or impose probation on any person who holds a registration, for any violation of any of the prohibitions in
Subsection A of this Section.

D. Civil penalties may be assessed, registrations may be suspended or revoked, and probation may be
imposed, only by a ruling of the commissioner based on an adjudicatory hearing held in accordance with the
provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act.

E. The commissioner may institute civil proceedings to enforce his rulings in the district court for the
parish in which the violation occurred.

F. The commissioner may institute civil proceedings seeking injunctive relief to restrain and prevent the
violation of the provisions of this Chapter or of the rules and regulations adopted under the provisions of this
Chapter in the district court for the parish in which the violation occurred.

Added by Acts 1982, No. 750, §1, eff. Aug. 2, 1982; Acts 1985, No. 73, §1.

CHAPTER 28. FORESTS AND FORESTRY

PART I. PROTECTION AND REFORESTATION

§4271. Louisiana Forestry Commission established; state policy

A. To protect, conserve, and replenish the natural resources of the state, the practice of forestry in the
state is placed under the Louisiana Forestry Commission, which is hereby established in the executive branch
of the state government.
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B. Repealed by Acts 2012, No, 808, §2.
Amended by Acts 1975, No. 81, §1. Acts 1990, No. 176, §1; Acts 2012, No. 808, §2.

§4272. Members; appointment; qualifications; terms of office

A. The commission shall consist of seven members, five of whom shall be appointed by the governor,
subject to confirmation by the Senate, and two of whom shall serve ex officio--namely, the head of the
department of forestry at Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College and the
secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. Two of the members shall be owners or executive managers of interests owning and operating
timberlands; one shall be the owner of farm lands interested in reforestation; one shall be a pulp and paper
mill owner or executive manager; and the fifth shall be the owner or executive manager of interests
manufacturing or treating poles, piling, posts, crossties, or veneer.

C. The members first appointed serve for terms of one, two, three, four, and five years, the terms to be
designated by the governor. The successors of each shall be appointed for a term of five years.

Amended by Acts 1975, No. 81, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.

§4273. Officers; meetings; compensation

The commission shall select its own chairman and vice-chairman, and fix the terms and duties of these
offices; prescribe rules and regulations for the conduct of its meetings and operation; meet quarterly or
oftener on call of the chairman, or on petition to the chairman by four members of the commission.

Meetings shall be held at the offices of the commission, or elsewhere as the commission may elect from
time to time. ' -

The commissioners shall receive no salary or per diem, but shall be reimbursed for actual and reasonable
expenses incurred in attendance upon meetings or other works undertaken at the direction of the commission.

§4274. Powers and duties of commission
A. The commission shall:
(1) Prepare or cause to be prepared plans for execution of laws relating to forestry.
(2) Select and employ the state forester, and control his tenure of office.
(3) Direct and advise the state forester in the work of the commission.

(4) Prepare a budget of expenditures for the commission prior to each regular session of the legislature,
and submit this to the state budget officer, and file a duplicate with the governor.

(5) Cooperate with the government of the United States and any of its bureaus, services, and agencies
in accordance with federal statutes and regulations thereunder.

(6) Repealed by Acts 2012, No. 808, §2.
(7) Maintain its offices and be domiciled in the parish of East Baton Rouge.

B. The commission may also sue and be sued; and have and exercise all authority and power as
prescribed by law in relation to the practice of forestry.

Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 2012, No. 808, §2; Acts 2015, No. 249, §1, eff: June 29, 2015.

§4274.1. Appointment of forestry officers; duties and powers

A. To provide for the protection of the assets, property, personnel, and interests relating to forest
woodlands, the state forester may appoint and commission forestry officers who shall enforce the laws, rules,
and regulations for the protection of interests relating to forest woodlands, may carry weapons concealed or
exposed while in the performance of their duties, shall take such action as is authorized by law, rule, or
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regulation to protect interests relating to forest woodlands, and shall be vested with the same authority and
powers conferred by law upon regular law enforcement officers of this state with respect to issuing civil
citations for littering and with respect to criminal and other offenses affecting the protection of interests
relating to forest woodlands or affecting the performance of their duties.

B. All forestry officers shall be Peace Officers Standard Training (P.0.S.T.) certified.

C. Additionally, while on special assignment during any riot, insurrection, or any natural disaster or
while in protection of immovable property of the commission and the property, assets, and resources of the
office of forestry or the department, any commissioned forestry officer shall possess all the powers and
authority of regular law enforcement officers of this state.

D. Upon the request of any regular law enforcement agency of this state, forestry officers shall prevent
and detect crime, apprehend criminals, enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the state, keep the peace and
good order in the state in the enforcement of the state's police powers, and perform any other related duties
imposed upon them by the legislature.

Acts 1977, No. 560, §1; Acts 1998, st Ex. Sess., No. 148, §1,; Acts 2009, No. 137, §1, eff. June 28, 2009, Acts 2012,
No. 808, §1.

§4274.2. Repealed by Acts 2012, No. 808, §2.

§4275. State forester; qualifications; appointment

The commission shall appoint a state forester who shall be a graduate of forestry from an accredited
school having at least four years of forestry experience in the South.

§4276. Powers and duties of state forester
The state forester shall:

(1) Have direction of all forest interests and all matters pertaining to forestry within the jurisdiction of
the state.

(2) Determine annual goals, objectives, and priorities and conduct annual reviews per established
department protocol.

(3) Serve as lead department liaison responsible for the detection and rapid suppression of all forest
wildfires in the state including all state-owned and private forest lands and non-forested open areas
threatening forest lands.

(4) Work with state cooperators that may offer assistance during wildfire suppression efforts.
(5) Take such action as is authorized by law to prevent and extinguish forest fires.
(6) Enforce laws pertaining to forest woodlands and recommend prosecutions for violations.

(7) Actas lead department liaison to educate and train industry professionals and the public on matters
vital to the long-term stability and sustainability of Louisiana's forests. Lead and support programs that
educate the public on the importance of forest resources and their contribution to the economic health of the
state, and the social and recreational benefits derived from vibrant, healthy, working forests and the dynamic
ecosystems they support.

(8) Cooperate with and encourage private timber owners in laying plans to protection, management, and
the replacement of forests, and in aiding them to form protective associations.

(9) Provide wildfire suppression training to the office of forestry employees to National Wildfire
Coordinating Group standards.

(10) Provide certified burner training.

(11) Serve as the lead department liaison responsible for wildfire prevention education and training.
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(12) Serve as the state liaison for forest inventory and maintain statistically reliable forest inventory data
that is publicly accessible, if appropriated in the budget.

(13) Serve as lead department liaison responsible for compliance monitoring related to adherence to
forest practices mandated by law and voluntary best management practices for forestry as established by the
state of Louisiana.

(14) Establish an ongoing monitoring protocol that is stable, consistently implemented, and reported to
stakeholders and the public on a biennial basis.

(15) Direct landowner assistance to encourage reforestation and sustainable land management and make
recommendations based on understanding landowner objectives.

(16) Administer the Forest Productivity Program which provides reforestation assistance.
Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts 2012, No. 808, S

§4276.1. Volunteer forest fire and wildfire fighters
A. As used in this Section, the following terms shall have the following meanings ascribed to them:

(1) "Direct supervision” means giving direction or instruction to and accepting responsibility for the
work product of the person being supervised.

(2) "Financial loss" means and includes court costs, judicial interest, monetary damages, and attorney
fees.

(3) "Person" means any individual, corporation, partnership, association, or other legal entity.

B. The state forester may conduct courses of instruction in the proper techniques for safety and
efficiently suppressing forest fires and wildfires. Each individual who successfully completes the course of
instruction shall be issued a certificate.

C. The state forester may enter into agreements with any person to obtain volunteer assistance in
responding to forest fires or wildfires from individuals who hold, or are working under the direct supervision
of individuals who hold a certificate issued under this Section.

D. The provisions of this Section shall not create an employer-employee relationship between the state
of Louisiana and any person who takes any action under this Section, including but not limited to attending
a course of instruction, receiving a certificate, entering into an agreement, or providing volunteer assistance.

E. It is hereby declared to be the public policy of this state that the state shall hold harmless and
indemnify each person who provides volunteer assistance under this Section from any financial loss arising
out of any claim, demand, suit, or judgment in any court by reason of the alleged negligence of any individual
who, at the time the damages were sustained, was providing volunteer assistance under this Section and held,
or was working under the direct supervision of an individual who held a certificate issued under this Section.
The provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to damages arising out of any intentional wrongful act or
any act of gross negligence.

F. The state forester shall adopt rules and regulations to implement this Section. All rules and
regulations shall be adopted in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.

Acts 1985, No. 651, §1, eff July 16, 1985.

§4277. Donation of land to state; acceptance and use

The governor may accept gifts of land to the state to be held, protected, and administered by the
commission as state forests and to be used to demonstrate their practical utility for reforestation and as
breeding places for game. Such gifts must be absolute, except for the reservation of all mineral rights, and
in no case shall exceed ten percent of the area of any parish wherein the lands are situated. The Attorney
General shall see that all deeds to the state are properly executed and that the titles thereto are free and clear
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of all incumbrance before the gift is accepted. When any donation exceeding six hundred acres is made, the
name of the donor, or any name he may suggest, shall, on the approval of the commission, be given the
donation as the designation of that state forest.

§4278. Measure of damage

The liability of persons for all damages shall include the injury to young tree growth resulting from fires.
The damage to such young growth shall be calculated as the expense of planting and cultivating such small
growth to the point of development at the time when the fire occurred.

§4278.1. Trees, cutting without consent; co-owners and co-heirs; penalty

A.(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to cut, fell, destroy, remove, or to divert for sale or use, any
trees, or to authorize or direct his agent or employee to cut, fell, destroy, remove, or to divert for sale or use,
any trees, growing or lying on the land of another, without the consent of, or in accordance with the direction
of, the owner or legal possessor, or in accordance with specific terms of a legal contract or agreement.

(2) Ttshall be unlawful for any co-owner or co-heir to cut, fell, destroy, remove, or to divert for sale or
use, any trees, or to authorize or direct his agent or employee to cut, fell, destroy, remove, or to divert for sale
or use, any trees, growing or lying on co-owned land, without the consent of, or in accordance with the
direction of, the other co-owners or co-heirs, or in accordance with specific terms of a legal contract or
agreement. The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to the sale of an undivided timber interest
pursuant to R.S. 3:4278.2.

B. Whoever willfully and intentionally violates the provisions of Subsection A of this Section shall be
liable to the owner, co-owner, co-heir, or legal possessor of the trees for civil damages in the amount of three
* times the fair market value of the trees cut, felled, destroyed, removed, or diverted, plus reasonable attorney
fees and costs.

C. Whoever violates the provisions of Subsection A of this Section in good faith shall be liable to the
owner, co-owner, co-heir, or legal possessor of the trees for three times the fair market value of the trees cut,
felled, destroyed, removed, or diverted, if circumstances prove that the violator should have been aware that
his actions were without the consent or direction of the owner, co-owner, co-heir, or legal possessor of the
trees.

D. Ifa good faith violator of Subsection A of this Section fails to make payment under the requirements
of this Section within thirty days after notification and demand by the owner, co-owner, co-heir, or legal
possessor, the violator shall also be responsible for the reasonable attorney fees and costs of the owner, co-
owner, co-heir, or legal possessor.

E. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to the clearing and maintenance of rights of way or to
utility service situations where a utility is acting in good faith to minimize the damage or harm occasioned
by an act of God. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to land surveying by or under the direction
of a registered professional land surveyor, duly registered under the laws of the state of Louisiana.

F. Whoever violates the provisions of Subsection A as they relate to the cutting of standing cypress trees
on water bottoms owned by the state of Louisiana shall, in addition to the penalties otherwise provided in
this Section, be subject to a fine not to exceed five thousand dollars, imprisonment not to exceed six months,
or both.

G. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a civil action pursuant to provisions of
this Section shall be subject to a liberative prescriptive period of five years.

Acts 1987, No. 144, §1; Acts 1992, No. 405, §1; Acts 2009, No. 107, §2; Acts 2011, No. 226, §1.
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§4278.2. Sale of undivided timber interest; consent of co-owners; theft

A. A co-owner or co-heir of land may execute an act of timber sale whereby he sells his undivided
interest in the timber, and any condition imposing a time period within which to remove the timber shall
commence from the date of its execution.

B. A buyer who purchases the timber from a co-owner or co-heir of land may not remove the timber
without the consent of the co-owners or co-heirs representing at least eighty percent of the ownership interest
in the land, provided that he has made reasonable effort to contact the co-owners or co-heirs who have not
consented and, if contacted, has offered to contract with them on substantially the same basis that he has
contracted with the other co-owners or co-heirs.

C. A co-owner or co-heir of the land who does not consent to the exercise of such rights has no liability
for the cost of timber operations resulting from the sale of the timber, and shall receive from the buyer the
same price which the buyer paid to the other co-owners or co-heirs. The consenting co-owners or co-heirs
shall agree to indemnify and hold harmless the nonconsenting co-owners or co-heirs for any damage or injury
claims which may result from such operations.

D. If the nonconsenting co-owner or co-heir fails or refuses to claim his portion of the sale price of the
timber, the buyer shall be obligated to hold such funds in escrow, for and on behalf of such nonconsenting
co-owner or co-heir and any interest or other income earned by such funds in escrow shall inure to the benefit
of the co-owner or co-heir for whom they are held.

E. Failure to comply with the provisions of this Section shall constitute prima facie evidence of the
intent to commit theft of the timber by such buyer.

F. The sale of an undivided interest in timber that constitutes community property shall be governed by
the provisions of Chapter 2 of Title VI of Book III of the Civil Code.

G. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a civil action pursuant to provisions of
this Section shall be subject to a liberative prescriptive period of five years.

Acts 1992, No. 223, §1; Acts 2001, No. 558, §2; Acts 2009, No. 107, §2.

§4278.3. Transporting or receiving of forest products; records; rules; penalties

A. In addition to other requirements as provided by law, a person transporting or receiving forest
products shall maintain appropriate records as required by the commissioner of agriculture and forestry to
verify the origin and ownership of such forest products.

B. The commissioner of agriculture and forestry, with the advice of the Louisiana Forestry Commission,
shall adopt rules and regulations in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to implement the
provisions of this Section. The commissioner may impose a civil penalty of not more than five thousand
dollars for failure to comply with the provisions of this Section. Each day a violation occurs shall be
considered a separate violation. Such penalty shall be in addition to any other penalties or sanctions provided
by law.

Acts 1999, No. 9, §1.

§4279. Railroad and other public utilities' rights-of-way; clearing of combustible material

A. All persons owning or operating railroads, electric transmission lines, or oil or gas pipe lines through
forest lands within this state shall keep their rights-of-way reasonably cleared of all combustible material and
safely dispose of the same within the limits of the rights-of-way. This requirement does not apply in the case
of temporary spurs or railroads and tramroads, nor does it prohibit any railroad company from piling or
keeping upon the right-of-way, cross ties or other materials necessary for operation or maintenance of the
railroad.

B, C. Repealed by Acts 2012, No. 808, §2.
Acts 2012, No. 808, $§1, 2.
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§4280. Repealed by Acts 2012, No. 808, §2.

§4281. Prosecution for setting fire; cost of fighting fire as part of penalty

Ina prosecution for the wilful and negligent setting fire to forests, when the evidence has been conclusive
of the guilt or innocence of the party charged with the offense, the court may take evidence as to the cost of
fighting the fire which the accused is charged with setting, and may assess such costs as a part of the penalty
against the person charged.

§4282. Fire posters and warning notices

The state forester shall prepare and distribute for posting and display notices printed in large letters
calling attention to the destruction caused by fire and to the forest fire laws and the penalties for their
violation.

§4283. National forests; consent; concurrent jurisdiction

The consent of the state is given to the acquisition by the United States by purchase or gift of such land
in Louisiana as in the opinion of the federal government may be needed for the establishment of national
forests in this region. However, the state retains a concurrent jurisdiction with the United States in and over
such lands so that civil process in all cases and such criminal process as may issue under the authority of the
state against the person charged with a commission of any crime without or within the jurisdiction may be
executed thereon in like manner as before. Congress may pass such laws as it deems necessary to the
acquisition as herein provided for incorporation in the national forest of such forests, covered, or cut-over
lands lying in Louisiana as in the opinion of the federal government may be needed. Congress may pass such
laws and make or provide for the making of such rules and regulations of both civil and criminal nature and
provide punishment for violation thereof as in its judgment are necessary for the management, control, and
protection of such lands as are from time to time acquired by the United States under the provisions of this
Section.

§§4284 - 4291. Repealed by Acts 2012, No. 808, §2.

§4292. Instruction on forestry in public schools; Arbor Day

The Department of Education and the parish school boards shall encourage the observance of Arbor Day
and encourage participation in natural resource education programs such as forestry awareness, forestry
skills, 4-H, Future Farmers of America, and Project Learning Tree to promote learning about the natural
environment and the opportunities and benefits it provides for all students.

Acts 2012, No. 808, §1.
§84293 - 4295. Repealed by Acts 2012, No. 808, §2.

§4296. South Central Interstate Forest Fire Protection Compact

The Governor of Louisiana be, and he is hereby authorized and directed, to execute on behalfof the State
of Louisiana, the South Central Interstate Forest Fire Protection Compact. The full text of said compact is
as follows:

ARTICLE L

The purpose of this compact is to promote effective prevention and control of forest fires in the South
Central region of the United States by the development of integrated forest fire plans, by the maintenance
of adequate forest fire fighting services by the member states, by providing for mutual aid in fighting forest
fires among the compacting states of the region and with states which are party to other Regional Forest Fire
Protection compacts or agreements, and for more adequate forest development.
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ARTICLE IL

This compact shall become operative immediately as to those states ratifying it whenever any two or
more of the states of Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, and Texas which are contiguous have
ratified it and Congress has given consent thereto. Any state not mentioned in this article which is
contiguous with any member state may become a party to this compact, subject to approval by the legislature
of each of the member states.

ARTICLE IIL

In each state, the state forester or officer holding the equivalent position who is responsible for forest
fire control shall act as compact administrator for that state and shall consult with like officials of the other
member states and shall implement cooperation between such states in forest fire prevention and control.
The compact administrators of the member states shall organize to coordinate the services of the member
states and provide administrative integration in carrying out the purposes of this compact.

There shall be established an advisory committee of legislators, forestry commission representatives, and
forestry or forest products industries representatives which shall meet from time to time with the compact
administrators. Each member state shall name one member of the Senate and one member of the House of
Representatives, and the Governor of each member state shall appoint one representative who shall be the
chairman of the state forestry commission or comparable official and one representative who shall be
associated with forestry or forest products industries to comprise the membership of the advisory committee.
Action shall be taken by a majority of the compacting states, and each state shall be entitled to one vote.

The compact administrators shall formulate and, in accordance with need, from time to time, revise a
regional forest fire plan for the member states.

It shall be the duty of each member state to formulate and put in effect a forest fire plan for that state and
take such measures as may be necessary to integrate such forest fire plan with the regional forest fire plan
formulated by the compact administrators.

ARTICLE IV.

Whenever the state forest fire control agency of a member state requests aid from the state forest fire
control agency of any other member state in combating, controlling or preventing forest fires, it shall be the
duty of the state forest fire control agency of that state to render all possible aid to the requesting agency
which is consonant with the maintenance of protection at home.

ARTICLE V.

Whenever the forces of any member state are rendering outside aid pursuant to the request of another
member state under this compact, the employees of such state shall, under the direction of the officers of the
state to which they are rendering aid, have the same powers (except the power of arrest), duties, rights,
privileges and immunities as comparable employees of the state to which they are rendering aid.

- No member state or its officers or employees rendering outside aid pursuant to this compact shall be
liable on account of any act or omission on the part of such forces while so engaged, or on account of the
maintenance or use of any equipment or supplies in connection therewith: Provided, that nothing herein shall
be construed as relieving any person from liability for his own negligent act or omission, or as imposing
liability for such negligent act or omission upon any state.

All liability, except as otherwise provided herein, that may arise either under the laws of the requesting
state or under the laws of the aiding state or under the laws of a third state on account of or in connection
with a request for aid, shall be assumed and borne by the requesting state.

Any member state rendering outside aid pursuant to this compact shall be reimbursed by the member
state receiving such aid for any loss or damage to, or expense incurred in the operation of any equipment
answering a request for aid, and for the cost of all materials, transportation, wages, salaries, and maintenance
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of employees and equipment incurred in connection with such request: Provided, that nothing herein
contained shall prevent any assisting member state from assuming such loss, damage, expense or other cost
or from loaning such equipment or from donating such service to the receiving member state without charge
or cost.

Each member state shall provide for the payment of compensation and death benefits to injured
employees and the representatives of deceased employees in case employees sustain injuries or are killed
while rendering outside aid pursuant to this compact, in the same manner and on the same terms if the injury
or death were sustained within such state.

For the purposes of this compact the term employee shall include any volunteer or auxiliary legally
included within the forest fire fighting forces of the aiding state under the laws thereof.

The compact administrators shall formulate procedures for claims and reimbursement under the
provisions of this article, in accordance with the laws of the member states.

ARTICLE VL

Ratification of this compact shall not be construed to affect any existing statute so as to authorize or
permit curtailment or diminution of the forest fire fighting forces, equipment, services or facilities of any
member state.

Nothing in this compact shall be construed to limit or restrict the powers of any state ratifying the same
to provide for the prevention, control and extinguishment of forest fires, or to prohibit the enactment or
enforcement of state laws, rules or regulations intended to aid in such prevention, control and extinguishment
in such state.

Nothing in this compact shall be construed to affect any existing or future cooperative relationship or
arrangement between the United States Forest Service and a member state or states.

ARTICLE VII.

The compact administrators may request the United States Forest Service to act as the primary research
and coordinating agency of the South Central Interstate Forest Fire Protection Compact in cooperation with
the appropriate agencies in each state, and the United States Forest Service may accept the initial
responsibility in preparing and presenting to the compact administrators its recommendations with respect
to the regional fire plan. Representatives of the United States Forest Service may attend meetings of the
compact administrators.

ARTICLE VIIL

The provisions of Articles IV and V of this compact which relate to mutual aid in combating, controlling
or preventing forest fires shall be operative as between any state party to this compact and any other state

which is party to a regional forest fire protection compact in another region: Provided, that the legislature
of such other state shall have given its assent to such mutual aid provisions of this compact.

ARTICLE IX.

This compact shall continue in force and remain binding on each state ratifying it until the legislature
or the Governor of such state takes action to withdraw therefrom. Such action shall not be effective until six
months after notice thereof has been sent by the chief executive of the state desiring to withdraw to the chief
executives of all states then parties to the compact.

Added by Acts 1954, No. 419, §1.
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PART II. FOREST TREE SEEDLING NURSERIES

§4301. Forest tree seedling nurseries; authorization

The office of forestry may purchase land, install watering systems, and construct and equip the buildings
necessary for the operation of forest tree seedling nurseries.

Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts 2015, No. 249, §1, eff- June 29, 201 3.

§4302. Repealed by Acts 2012, No. 808, §2.

§4303. Forest tree seedlings; change of price; sale to those engaged in forestry activities

The commission from time to time may fix by appropriate rules and regulations the prices at which forest
tree seedlings grown at department nurseries shall be sold to landowners engaged in forestry activities, which
price shall, insofar as possible, be conducive to the promotion and development of sound reforestation
practices in this state and all receipts from the sale of seedlings shall be retained by the department and
expended in the development and operation of the department's nurseries for scientific forestry research and
experimentation for land acquisition and general operations of department nurseries.

Amended by Acts 1954, No. 533, §2; Acts 1956, No. 103, §1: Acts 1969, No. 169, §1; Acts 2014, No. 109, §1, eff
May 16, 2014.

PART II-A. FOREST PROTECTION ASSESSMENT

§4321. Forest protection assessment

A. There is hereby levied an annual assessment of eight cents per acre on each acre of timberland in the
state to be paid by the owners thereof, which shall be known as the forest protection assessment.
"Timberland", as used in this Part, means bona fide timberland being assessed at its use value as defined and
determined pursuant to R.S. 47:2301 et seq.

B. The assessment shall be entered on the tax rolls by the assessor and shall be paid by the owner of such
timberland to the sheriff and ex officio tax collector of the parish in which the timberland is located in the
same manner as parish ad valorem taxes and, when collected, shall be remitted to the state treasurer to be
used solely as provided in this Part.

C. After compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana,
relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, and prior to monies being placed in the state general
fund, an amount equal to that deposited as required herein shall be credited to a special fund hereby created
in the state treasury to be known as the "Forest Protection Fund".

D. The monies in the fund shall be expended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry for the
acquisition and maintenance of equipment for the protection of forest lands from damage by fire or other
causes and only in the amounts appropriated annually by the legislature. All unexpended and unencumbered
monies in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall revert to the Louisiana Agricultural Finance Authority.

Acts 1990, No. 5, §1, eff. May 30, 1990; Acts 2015, No. 315, §1.
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PART III. ACREAGE TAX ON FOREST AND CUT OVER LANDS

§§4322 - 4324. Repealed by Acts 1988, No. 530, §1, eff. July I, 1988,

§4325. Parish board of forestry; appointment and term; compensation

Upon approval by the commission and the state forester, the governing authority of each parish
cooperating may appoint a parish board of forestry. It shall consist of one member of the governing authority
of the parish, one representative of the commission, two representatives of the forest products industries
presently in a managerial or executive capacity, and one representative of the parish landowners. The last
three named members shall serve for terms of three years after the initial terms, of one, two, and three years.
Appointments to fill vacancies shall be for the unexpired term. The parish board serves without
compensation or per diem.

Acts 2012, No. 808, §1.

§4326. Supervision of forestry program; detailed plan

The state forester with the approval of the forestry commission may administer and supervise the forestry
program in each parish where such programs may be established.

Acts 2012, No. 808, §1.

PART IV. SEVERANCE TAX ON LAND REFORESTED

§84341, 4342. Repealed by Acts 2012, No. 458, §1.

§4343. Disposition of tax; valuation of severed forest products

The tax levied and collected under the provisions of this Part shall be dedicated and administered in
accordance with the provisions of Article X, Section 21(2) of the Constitution as amended. No contract shall
provide the mode of arriving at the future value of timber, which shall be left to be prescribed by law. Until
otherwise prescribed by law the commission shall fix the value of severed forest products and timber upon
which the tax herein provided is levied, which shall be at the market price at the time and place where
severed and which shall be approved by the governing authority of the parish and the Louisiana tax
commission.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. [37, §1.

§4344. Disposition of the state's portion of the tax

A. Subject to the exceptions contained in Article VII, Section 9 of the Constitution of Louisiana, the
portion of the timber severance tax allocated to the state by Article VII, Section (4)(D) of the Constitution
of Louisiana shall be paid into the state treasury and shall be credited to the Bond Security and Redemption
Fund.

B, C. Repealed by Acts 1992, No. 984, §18.

Added by Acts 1982, No. 487, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1983. Acts 1984, No. 281, §1, eff. July 1, 1984, Acts 1992, No. 984,
$§2and 18.
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PART V. SPECIAL DONATIONS FOR STATE FORESTS

§4361. Donations of land suitable for forestry or park purposes; lease or purchase of lands

The forestry commission, through the state forester, may accept gifts, donations, or contributions of land
suitable for forestry purposes and may enter into agreements with the federal government or other agencies
for acquiring by lease, purchase, or otherwise such lands as in the judgment of the commission are desirable
for state forests.

Amended by Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.
§4362. Expenditures for management and utilization of areas acquired; disposal of products from
land

When lands are acquired or leased under R.S. 3:4361 the commission may:

(1) Make expenditures from any funds not otherwise obligated, for the management, development, and
utilization of such areas;

(2) Sell or otherwise dispose of products from such lands: and

(3) Make rules and regulations necessary to carry out the purposes of this Part.

§4363. Segregation and use of revenues

All revenues derived from lands presently owned or subsequently acquired under the provisions of this
Part shall be segregated by the state treasurer for the use of the commission in the acquisition, management,
development, and use of such lands until all obligations incurred with the federal government or owners of
land purchased, as hereinabove provided, have been paid in full. Thereafter, fifty percent of all net profits
accruing from the administration of such lands are dedicated to the commission for scientific research in
forest culture and experimentation in forest products and acquisition and maintenance of state forests.

§4364. Payment of obligations for acquisition of land

Obligations for the acquisition of land incurred by the commission under the authority of this Part shall
be paid solely and exclusively from revenues derived from such lands and shall not impose any liability upon
the general credit and taxing power of the state.

§4365. Sale, exchange, or lease of lands

The commission may sell, exchange, or lease lands under its jurisdiction when it is advantageous to the
state in the highest orderly development and management of state forests. The sale, lease or exchange shall
not be contrary to the terms of any contract it has previously entered into.

PART VI. URBAN FORESTRY

§4381. Policies and purposes of urban forestry
A. The Legislature finds and declares that:

(1) Trees serve as a vital resource in the urban environment and as an important psychological link with
nature for the urban dweller.
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(2) Trees are a valuable economic asset in our cities. They help maintain or increase property values
and attract business and new residents to urban areas.

(3) Trees play an important role in energy conservation by the modification of temperature extremes,
humidity, and winds. This role is particularly important in reducing the amount of energy consumed in
heating and cooling buildings and homes, and potentially producing a local fuel and energy source.

(4) Trees directly reduce air pollution by removing airborne particulates from the atmosphere and
helping to purify the air.

(5) Trees also help reduce noise, provide habitat for songbirds and other wildlife, reduce surface runoff
and protect urban water resources, and enhance the aesthetic quality of life in the city.

(6) Growing conditions in urban areas for trees and associated plants have worsened so that many
Louisiana cities are now losing more trees than are replaced.

B. The purpose of this Part is to:

(1) Arrest the decline of our urban forest resources, facilitate the planting of trees in the city, and
improve the quality of the environment in urban areas.

(2) Facilitate the creation of permanent jobs in tree maintenance and related urban forestry activities in
neighborhood, local, and regional urban areas.

(3) Maximize the potential of tree and vegetative cover in reducing energy consumption and producing
fuel and other products.

(4) Encourage the coordination of state and local agency activities in urban forestry and related programs
and encourage maximum citizen participation in their development and implementation.
Added by Acts 1980, No. 746, §1.

§4382. Definitions
For the purposes of this Part the following definitions shall apply to the terms used herein:

(1) "Urban forestry" means the cultivation and management of trees in urban areas for their present and
potential contribution to the physiological, sociological, and economic well-being of urban society.

(2) "Urban forest" means those native or introduced trees and related vegetation in the urban and
near-urban areas including, but not limited to, street trees, park trees, residential trees, natural riparian
habitats, and trees on other private and public properties.

(3) "Urban area" means an urban place, as that term is defined by the United States Department of
Commerce. .

Added by Acts 1980, No. 746, §1.

§4383. Authority for forestry commission to implement a program of urban forestry

A. The commission is authorized to implement a program in urban forestry to encourage better tree
management and planting in urban areas, to assist the cities in seeking innovative solutions to problems such
as tree maintenance and vandalism, and to encourage demonstration projects to maximize the benefits of
urban forests.

The commission shall assume the primary responsibility in carrying out the intent of this Part in
cooperation with other appropriate local, state and federal agencies such as the Cooperative Extension, the
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, the Department of Transportation and Development and
the United States Forest Service.

B. The commission shall be the agent of the state and shall have full power to cooperate with those
agencies of the federal government which have powers and duties concerning urban forestry, and shall
perform all things necessary to secure for this state the benefits of federal urban forestry programs.
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C. The commission is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations to establish standards for the
implementation of the urban forestry program, which rules and regulations shall be submitted to the House
Committee on Natural Resources and Environment and the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Forestry,
Aquaculture, and Rural Development for approval before final promulgation.

Added by Acts 1980, No. 746, §1; Acts 2008, No. 580, §1.

§4384. Technical assistance to urban areas
A. The commission is authorized to provide technical assistance to urban areas with respect to:
(1) Planning for regional, parish, and local land use analysis projects related to urban forestry.

(2) Preparation of urban tree plans and the selection of trees in large-scale landscaping and reforestation
efforts.

(3) Development and coordination of training programs for neighborhood and local agency tree planting
and maintenance crews.

(4) Advice to homeowners and neighborhood groups on tree disease, insect problems, tree planting, and
maintenance,

(5) The role of forest ecology in planning for the future of urban areas, including air quality, watershed
problems, and energy conservation.

(6) Retention of native trees and riparian habitats.
(7) Any other matter relating to the purposes of this Part.

B. The commission and other state agencies are also authorized to assist local tree maintenance
programs by making surplus equipment available on loan where feasible forregional and local urban forestry.

Added by Acts 1980, No. 746, §1.

PART VII. ALEXANDER STATE FOREST

§4401. Findings and policies

A. The legislature finds and declares that Alexander State Forest in conjunction with Indian Creek Lake
provides the state with one of the best recreational areas in the state with its eight thousand acres of forest
and lake. The state forest contains one hundred acres of recreational facilities, two hundred fifty acres of
primitive camping area, and two thousand two hundred fifty acres of lake. There are numerous campsites
and picnic sites, swimming areas, bath houses, a boat launch, and pavilion. The forest contains the world's
tallest fire tower, the one hundred seventy-five foot Woodworth Tower.

B. The legislature declares that it is the policy of the state to preserve and protect the Alexander State
Forest by good forest and recreational management planning and by prohibiting any commercial development
in the state forest.

Acts 1989, No. 423, §1, eff. June 30, 1989.

§4402. Management plan

A. The State Forestry Commission shall, by rule, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act
with oversight by the House and Senate Committees on Agriculture, Forestry, Aquaculture and Rural
Development, adopt acomprehensive forest and recreational management plan for the Alexander State Forest
and Indian Creek Lake.
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B. The plan shall:
(1) Provide for the use of good forest management techniques.
(2) Preserve and enhance the recreational facilities and activities.

(3) Preserve and enhance the environmental and ecological regimes, wilderness qualities, natural and
scenic areas, and wildlife habitat.

(4) Provide for educational and research areas.
(5) Prohibit commercial development within the state forest.

Acts 1989, No. 423, §1, eff. June 30, 1989; Acts 2003, No. 116, §1, eff May 28, 2003.

§4403. Prohibitions

No portion of the Alexander State Forest shall be used for private commercial development.

Acts 1989, No. 423, §1, eff. June 30, 1989,

PART VIII. LOUISIANA FORESTRY PRODUCTIVITY PROGRAM

§4410. Declaration of public policy; cooperative agreements

A. The legislature does hereby declare that the productivity of Louisiana's forest lands is of vital
importance to the people of this state and that the reforestation of forest lands in this state serves the
following purposes:

(1) Insuring a sustainable supply of timber and forest products.

(2) Aiding the economic well-being of the state by providing jobs and revenue.
(3) Enhancing the aesthetics of the state.

(4) Providing suitable habitat for wildlife species.

(5) Aiding in the purifying of the air.

(6) Conserving topsoil by discouraging erosion.

(7) Enhancing water quality.

B. Inorder to encourage and foster these declared policies, the Department of Agriculture and Forestry
may enter into cooperative agreements with landowners to encourage the reforestation of the state's forest

lands.

Acts 1997, No. 1377, §1, eff. July 1, 1998.

§4411. Forestry Productivity Fund; disposition of funds

A. Funds equal to seventy-five percent of that portion of the severance tax on timber allocated to the
state by Article VII, Section 4(D) of the Constitution of Louisiana shall be deposited immediately upon
receipt into the state treasury.

B. After compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana
relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, and prior to monies being placed in the state general
fund, an amount equal to that deposited as required by Subsection A of this Section shall be credited to a
special fund hereby created in the state treasury to be known as the Forestry Productivity Fund. The monies
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in this fund shall be used solely as provided in Subsection C of this Section and only in the amounts
appropriated by the legislature. All unexpended and unencumbered monies in this fund at the end of the
fiscal year shall remain in the fund. The monies in this fund shall be invested by the state treasurer in the
Same manner as monies in the state general fund and interest earned on the investment of these monies shall
be credited to this fund, again, following compliance with the requirement of Article VII, Section 9(B)
relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund.

C. The monies in the Forestry Productivity Fund shall be used solely for the implementation of the
forestry productivity program, including the amount representing the state's involvement in cooperative
agreements between landowners and the department for the implementation of approved practices for the
reforestation of forest lands in this state. However, no more than twenty-five percent of the monies in the
fund shall be used for grants as provided in R.S. 3:4416, and no more than ten percent of the monies available
annually in the fund shall be used to administer and provide technical assistance for the forestry productivity
program.

Acts 1997, No. 1377, §1, eff. July 1, 1998.

§4412. Assistance through cooperative agreements

A. The involvement of the state in a cooperative agreement may consist of either or both of the
following types of assistance:

(1) A direct grant to assist the landowner in implementing an approved practice through the use of the
landowner's resources or through contacts with private firms.

(2) Utilization of the state's personnel, equipment, or materials to implement an approved practice if
private sector services are unavailable.

B. Approved practices shall include the following:

(1) Site preparation for reforestation by natural or artificial means.

(2) Planting of seeds or seedlings.

(3) Timber stand improvement through removal of undesirable trees.

(4) Such other forestry practices as shall be determined by the commissioner.

C. The commissioner shall determine the extent of the state's involvement in each cooperative agreement
which shall not exceed fifty percent of the cost of the cooperative agreement or a total value of assistance
of ten thousand dollars to any one landowner during a fiscal year.

Acts 1997, No. 1377, §1, eff. July 1, 1998.

§4413. Administration; powers and duties of the commissioner

The provisions of this Part shall be administered by the commissioner who shall have the following
powers and duties:

(1) To adopt rules and regulations in éccordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.
(2) To determine which forestry practices shall be approved practices.

(3) To determine which landowners shall be eligible to receive assistance as part of a cooperative
agreement.

(4) To determine the extent of the state's participation in a cooperative agreement.
(5) To employ personnel.
(6) To purchase equipment, materials, and supplies.

Acts 1997, No. 1377, §1, eff. July 1, 1998.
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§4414. Exclusions and limitations
A. Landowners who have received federal or private funding for reforestation shall not be eligible to
participate, on the same acreage, in any cooperative agreement under this Part.

B. Public utility companies and landowners who are engaged in the manufacturing or production of
forestry products shall not be eligible to participate in any cooperative agreement under this Part.

Acts 1997, No. 1377, §1, eff. July I, 1998.

§4415. Requirement of participation; right of action

Each landowner who participates in a cooperative agreement with the department shall enter into a
contract approved by the commissioner requiring the land which is subject to the cooperative agreement to
remain in forestry usage for a period of ten years. If the agreement is violated, the department shall have a
right of action to recover the cost of the state's involvement in the cooperative agreement plus court costs
and reasonable attorney fees.

Acts 1997, No. 1377, §1, eff. July 1, 1998.

§4416. Competitive research and cooperative extension grants

A. Inorder to provide for research and cooperative extension activities to enhance reforestation, increase
productivity, and further knowledge regarding the proper application of forestry principles, a competitive
grant process shall be created.

B. The commissioner shall adopt rules and regulations to establish procedures for awarding competitive
grants under this Part.

Acts 1997, No. 1377, §1, eff. July 1, 1998.

PART IX. FORESTRY PRODUCT FAIRNESS ACT

§4421. Short title
This Part shall be cited as the "Forestry Product Fairness Act."
Acts 2009, No. 352, §1, eff July 6, 2009.

§4422. Purpose

The Louisiana Legislature recognizes the enormous contribution that the Louisiana forest products
industry makes to the state. The continued health of the industry is vital to Louisiana's economic well-being.
A fair and equitable process for awarding state incentives to the forest products industry is necessary to
maintain economic viability. The purpose of this Part is to provide for a procedure that will ensure an open
process for the awarding of incentives, that encourages the use of forest products but does not unfairly
advantage one segment of the forest products industry over another, and that does not put existing businesses
at a competitive disadvantage.

Acts 2009, No. 352, §1, eff July 6, 2009.

§4423. Definitions
As used in this Part, the following terms shall have the meanings ascribed below:
(1) "Commissioner" means the Louisiana commissioner of agriculture and forestry.
(2) "Forest products” include the following:

(a) Products that are derived from woody biomass.
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(b) Forest wood waste, including residual tops and limbs of trees, unused cull trees, pre-commercial
thinnings, and wood or debris from noncommercial tree species, slash, or brush.

(¢) Any wood chips or fibers or other organic substances and any inorganic substances recovered from
forest wood waste or produced as byproducts of processing wood.

(3) "Incentives" means any tax exemption, tax credit, tax exclusion, tax deduction, rebate, investment,
contract, or grant made available by the state to directly support the purchase of forestry products.
"Incentives" shall not mean any such benefit available under statutorily provided programs including
Louisiana Quality Jobs Program Act (R.S. 51:2451, et seq.), Louisiana Enterprise Zone Act (R.S. 51:1781,
et seq.), Industry Assistance (R.S. 47:4301, et seq.), Industrial Tax Exemption (La. Const. Art. VII, Sec.
21(F), Economic Development Award Program (R.S. 51:2341), Economic Development Loan Program (R.S.
51:2312), Tax Equalization (R.S. 47:3201, et seq.), Rapid Response Fund (R.S. 51:2361), and Mega-Project
Development Fund (R.S. 51:2365).

Acts 2009, No. 352, §1, eff. July 6, 2009.

§4424. Distribution of incentives and funds

Incentives to directly support the purchase of forestry products shall be approved by the commissioner
through a fair and equitable process prior to being awarded. The process shall be open to individuals and
both new and existing partnerships, corporations, associations, or other legal entities.

Acts 2009, No. 352, §1, eff. July 6, 2009.

§4425. Rules and regulations

The commissioner and the secretary of the Department of Economic Development shall jointly
promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, subject to oversight
by the House Committee on Ways and Means and Senate Committee on Revenue and Fiscal Affairs, for the
administration and enforcement of this Part.

Acts 2009, No. 352, §1, eff. July 6, 2009.

CHAPTER 29. DISPARAGEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL
OR AQUACULTURAL PRODUCTS

§4501. Legislative findings

The legislature hereby finds, determines, and declares that the production of agricultural and aquacultural
food products constitutes an important and significant portion of the state economy and that it is beneficial
to the citizens of this state to protect the vitality of the agricultural and aquacultural economy by providing
a cause of action for producers of perishable agricultural food products to recover damages for the
disparagement of any perishable agricultural or aquacultural food product.

Acts 1991, No. 972, §1.

§4502. Definitions
As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(1) "Disparagement" means dissemination to the public in any manner of any false information that the
disseminator knows or should have known to be false, and which states or implies that a perishable
agricultural or aquacultural food product is not safe for consumption by the consuming public. Such
information is presumed to be false when not based upon reasonable and reliable scientific inquiry, facts, or
data.
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(2) "Perishable agricultural or aquacultural food product” means any food product of agriculture or
aquaculture which is sold or distributed in a form that will perish or decay beyond marketability within a
period of time.

Aets 1991, No. 972, §1.

§4503. Cause of action; recovery of damages

Any producer of perishable agricultural or aquacultural food products who suffers damage as a result
of another person's disparagement of any such perishable agricultural or aquacultural food product has a
cause of action for damages, and for any other appropriate relief in a court of competent jurisdiction.

Acts 1991, No. 972, §1.

§4504. Limitations of action

Any civil action for damages for disparagement of perishable agricultural or aquacultural food products
shall be commenced within one year after the cause of action accrues.

Acts 1991, No. 972, §1.

CHAPTER 30. LOUISIANA WEIGHTS AND MEASURES LAW

PART I. GENERAL

§4601. Short title
This Chapter may be cited as the "Louisiana Weights and Measures Law".
Acts 1992, No. 55, §1.

§4602. Definitions
As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(1) "Bulk transfer" means any transfer of motor fuel from one location to another by pipeline tender or
marine delivery within a bulk transfer/terminal system, including but not limited to the following;

(a) A marine vessel movement of motor fuel from a refinery or terminal to a terminal.

(b) Pipeline movements of motor fuel from a refinery or terminal to a terminal.

(c) Book transfer of motor fuel within a terminal between licensed suppliers prior to completion of
removal across the rack.

(d) Two-party exchange between licensed suppliers or between licensed suppliers and permissive
suppliers. -

(1.1) "Certificate of conformance" means a document issued by the National Institute of Standards and
Technology, or any successor, based on testing in participating laboratories. The document constitutes
evidence of conformance of a type with the requirements of National Institute of Standards and Technology
Handbooks 44, 105-1, 105-2, or 105-3, or conformance with the requirements of any handbook that may
supersede the named handbooks.

(2) "Commercial weighing and measuring device" means any weight, measure, or weighing ormeasuring
device commercially used or employed in establishing the size, quantity, extent, area, time, distance, or
measurement of quantities, things, produce, or articles for distribution or consumption, purchased, offered,
or submitted for sale, hire or award, or in computing any basic charge or payment for services rendered on
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